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THE COHORT CONCEPT
The AuD and SLP.D. programs represent an innovative,
practical, and realistic approach to professional doctoral
studies. Formal instruction takes place in weekend
seminars . Students participate in faculty-directed
independent reading and writing aSSignments between
class meetings. A group, or cohort, of 20 to 30 speechlanguage and audiology professionals begin the
program at the same time and progress through the
program components together.
The cohort is an administrative and educational vehicle
for the program, providing opportunities for individual
cohort members to share expertise and foster
professiona l dialogue. Each cohort operates under the
direction of a cohort facilitator who coordinates
administrative details and cohort activities, supporting
and advising students with consistent and ongoing contact.

ONLINE ACTIVITIES
Online technologies are used to J
~
facilitate communication and discussion
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of the curriculum . Electronic com munication by computer and modem
gives students immediate access to
electronic mail, bulletin boards, and
formal, real-time electronic classroom sessions. With
ready access to the Internet, students electronically
locate information almost anywhere in the world .
Interactive video classrooms are also used to connect
distant sites with on-campus students.
:
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PROGRAM CONTENT

PRACTICUM

The program begi ns w ith both audiology and speechlanguage pathology students jointly attend ing a study
area for two to three months of intensive seminars,
readings, structured activities, and evaluation procedures
coverin g diagnostiC, management, and social issues
affecting both areas of specialization . A facu lty member
is responsible for each study area's program-approved
course content, instruction, eva luation proced ures, and
commentary on students' performance. Study guides
and readings assist students in integrating information
and effect curricular consistency. Students meet one
weekend each month for two full days of instruction.

Doctoral students must complete practicums as part of
their course work. Practicums are creative, problemsolving projects designed to utilize the rigor of applied
research techniques to improve a situation, program or
product, or to answer a clinical question. Students
become active problem solvers in their professional
settings through strateg ies designed to address
identified problems. Practicums require identification of
a significant problem, design of a solution strategy, and
implementation and evaluation of the strategy.

Instru ct ion and faculty -directed activities are also
acco mp lished by com pu ter and modem, an d the
electronic classroom. Students must have access to a
computer and a modem. Students access the University
system from any location in the United States at no charge.

STUDY AREAS
The 11 study areas provided to audiol ogists and
speech-l anguage patho log is t s are the fol l owing:
Political Advocacy
and Leadership
Instrumentation
Supervision
Medical Aspects
G e rontology

Research and Eva luation
Genetics/Epidemiology
Pharmacology
Cou nseling
Business Management
Technol ogy

SPECIALTY AREAS
Degree paths (AuD or SLP.D. ) oHer
students the oppo rtunity fo r inte nsi ve
study in the a rea of thei r profession a l
fie ld.
The seven au diology spec ialty
areas are:
Hearing Aid Technology
Amplification Fitting/Se lect io n
Pediatric Audio logy
Electrophysiology
Occupational a nd Environ mental
Hearing Conservation
Aura l Rehabilitation
Cl inical Differen tia l Diagnosis
The seven speech .language pat hology
spec ialty areas are:
Human Development
N europathologies of Speech/Language
Dysphagia
Cl inical Different ial Diag nosi s
Augmentative Assistive Com mun ication
Inter vent ion Paradigms
Educational a nd Professional I ssues

CLINICAL COMPONENT
Enhancement of clin ical expertise is the acknowledged
cornerstone of the professional doctorates. AuD and
SLP. D. students must demonstrate advanced levels of
competency in a variety of practice areas. Opportunities
are availa ble to take advanced clinical instruction
throughout the duration of the programs either oncampus and/ or in over 150 clinical affiliations in person
or via distance technologies.

SUMMER INSTITUTES
Doctoral students attend three summer institutes for
three consecutive years. Prior to summer institutes,
students submit clinical portfolios do cumenting
proficiency. The two-week institutes are reserved for
cli nical specialization experiences and academic
instruction for all students. The third summer institute is
held in Washington, D.C., as a culminating experience
following the Political Advocacy and Leadership study area.

ADMISSIONREQUIREMENTS
The doctoral programs in audiology and speechlanguage pathology seek competent, experienced
professionals actively involved in the field .
The adm issions committee requires :
Master's degree in audiology or speech-language
pathology from a regionally accredited institution
with minimum CPA of 3.2 (plus official transcripts of
all previous academ ic work)
Certificate of Clinical Competence or its equivalent
Three years of work experience in the respective field
Vita documenting professional experiences,
continuing education activities, professional
affiliations, and any publications and/ or presentations
Three letters of recommendation
Written responses to questions relating to the field
of communication sciences and disorders
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